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Introduction 

Al-Turath University (TU) remains dedicated to advancing Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG 7): 
Affordable and Clean Energy. Building upon the achievements of 2023, TU has strengthened its 
institutional framework through the adoption of two new policies, expanded renewable energy 
initiatives, and enhanced research and outreach activities. These efforts align with the Times 
Higher Education (THE) Impact Rankings, ensuring measurable progress toward clean, affordable, 
and sustainable energy solutions on campus and beyond.

 

Current Initiatives and Policies Supporting SDG 7 

1. Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Construction Policy (2023)  
In 2024, TU approved and implemented the 'Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Construction 
Policy,' which ensures that all new buildings and major renovations adhere to internationally 
recognized energy-efficiency standards such as ASHRAE 90.1 and aim for LEED Gold 
equivalence. This policy mandates energy modeling at the design stage, post-occupancy 
energy monitoring, and the integration of renewable energy systems. TU’s commitment to 
sustainability has resulted in a 30% reduction in electricity consumption in renovated 
facilities and measurable reductions in carbon emissions. 
 

2. Carbon Divestment and Clean Mobility Policy (2023)  
TU also introduced the 'Carbon Divestment and Clean Mobility Policy' to phase out 
investments in carbon-intensive industries such as coal and oil, redirecting funds toward 
renewable energy and green innovation. The policy promotes clean mobility through the 
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) for student and staff transportation, supported by the 
installation of on-campus EV charging stations. By replacing conventional vehicles with 
EVs, TU aims to achieve a fully electric campus transport system by 2028.  
 

3. Renewable Energy and Infrastructure Development 
The university expanded its solar infrastructure in 2024, adding new photovoltaic systems to 
academic buildings, which now supply approximately 25–30% of campus electricity 
demand. Energy-efficient glass façades, smart lighting systems, and passive design 
techniques have been integrated across several new facilities, ensuring compliance with 
the latest sustainability standards.  
 

4. Energy-Efficient Renovation and Building Standards  
TU has done that though  



 

 

o TU has established a policy ensuring that all new buildings and renovations adhere 
to energy efficiency standards. Buildings are designed to maximize the use of 
natural sunlight to reduce electricity consumption. A recently renovated main 
building, designed with energy-efficient standards, has successfully reduced its 
electricity usage by 30% compared to the old structure.  

 

2. Upgrading Buildings for Higher Energy Efficiency 

o TU has systematically upgraded its campus buildings to enhance energy efficiency. 
Our plan by 2027, all the building will be energy efficient building.  This includes: 

▪ Solar Energy Integration: Solar systems have been installed to partially 
power campus facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

▪ Energy-Saving Architectural Design: New buildings are constructed with 
glass facades to utilize natural daylight, minimizing the need for artificial 
lighting during the day. Most of the buildings were designed not only to be 
energy-saving, but it was also meant to reflect the culture of the community. 
The outdoor student’s cafeteria, for example, was made to reflect our 
culture through making it as a tent.  

 

 

3. Use of Renewable Energy and Electric Vehicles 

o TU is actively incorporating renewable energy sources, including solar power, to 
reduce its reliance on conventional energy. Additionally, the university has 
introduced electric vehicles on campus to cut down on greenhouse gas emissions, 
supporting a cleaner campus environment, including cleaning, visitors and 
students’ transportations cars. 



 

 

 

 

Research and Collaboration in Sustainable Energy 

1. Green Energy Research Cluster 

o TU’s Clean Energy Innovation Cluster continues to promote interdisciplinary 
research on renewable energy optimization and sustainable infrastructure. Faculty 
and students collaborate on solar energy storage, microgrid management, and 
energy conservation technologies, supported by partnerships with the West Asian 
Mathematical School and Jehan University in Turkey. 

2. International Partnerships 

o TU collaborates with international institutions such as the International Union of 
Universities and Jehan University in Turkey. These partnerships aim to foster 
research and educational programs that promote sustainable practices, including 



 

 

remote learning initiatives that indirectly support energy conservation by reducing 
the need for physical infrastructure. 

o TU participated in an Erasmus+ international conference focusing on sustainability 
and innovation. The event featured sessions on green technology, renewable energy 
applications, and sustainable campus management, bringing together academic 
experts and European partners. This collaboration underscores TU’s commitment to 
global cooperation and knowledge exchange in clean energy research. 

 

Community Engagement and Awareness Programs 

1. Public Awareness Campaigns 

o TU, in collaboration with institutions like the University of Iowa Hospital, has 
organized programs to promote environmental protection and sustainable habits 
among students and the wider community. These campaigns focus on educating 
the public about energy conservation and sustainability practices. 

2. Educational Programs on Clean Energy 

o TU Continuous education department throughout 2024 conducts 27 workshops, 
seminars, and public lectures to educate students, staff, and community members 
on the benefits of clean energy, energy-saving practices, and the importance of 
reducing carbon footprints. These activities are part of TU’s broader commitment to 
fostering a culture of sustainability on campus and beyond. 

o Green Campus Week and Awareness Campaigns: Throughout 2025, TU hosted its 
annual 'Green Campus Week,' which included energy-saving competitions, 
seminars on renewable energy, and student-led clean-energy innovation 
exhibitions. These initiatives fostered sustainability awareness and encouraged 
responsible energy behavior among students and faculty members. 

 

Impact Measurement and Evaluation 

1. Energy Performance and Monitoring: TU has established an institutional energy monitoring 

system as part of its sustainability dashboard. The system provides real-time data on energy 

consumption and renewable energy generation. By 2024, the university achieved an 8% reduction 

in energy use per building compared to 2023 and produced approximately 30,000 kWh annually 

through solar installations. 

2. Carbon Emission Reduction through Clean Mobility: The deployment of electric vehicles on 

campus resulted in an estimated reduction of 5 tons of CO₂ emissions in 2024. TU continues to 

monitor its environmental performance, integrating these data points into its annual sustainability 

reports submitted to the university board and THE Impact Ranking team. 

 



 

 

Recommendations 
- Expand solar power infrastructure to reach 40% renewable energy coverage by 2027. 

- Implement a carbon accounting framework to track annual emissions reductions accurately. 

- Increase research funding for sustainable energy innovations and student projects. 

- Enhance collaboration with international energy and sustainability organizations. 

- Strengthen community outreach programs promoting clean energy awareness and education. 

Conclusion 
Al-Turath University (TU) continues to make significant progress toward achieving SDG 7 through 
integrated policy action, research innovation, and community engagement. The adoption of the 
Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Construction Policy and the Carbon Divestment and Clean 
Mobility Policy marks a major step forward in institutionalizing sustainable practices. Through 
active participation in international collaborations, measurable energy performance 
improvements, and continued investment in renewable technologies, TU reaffirms its leadership as 
a sustainable university and a driving force in Iraq’s transition toward affordable and clean energy. 

 


