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Introduction

Al-Turath University (TU) demonstrates a strong commitment to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger). Through its academic, social, and humanitarian initiatives, TU
actively works to combat hunger, improve nutrition, and promote food security among students and
the wider community. The university’s 2024 strategy integrates student-welfare programmes,
community food-aid projects, and institutional partnerships that enhance sustainable access to
nutritious food in Iraq.

https://uoturath.edu.ig/en/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/

Institutional Commitment and Food Security Policy

TU’s leadership recognizes that food security and nutrition are fundamental to human dignity and
educational success. The Student Financial Support Center provides comprehensive assistance
through meal subsidies, food grants, and emergency food packages. These programmes are part of
TU’s Community Support Programs and Students Grants initiatives, which support low-income
students and families facing food insecurity in Baghdad.

Evidence Link: https://uoturath.edu.ig/en/financial-support-center/students-grants/
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On-Campus Nutrition and Student Support

To ensure student well-being, TU provides affordable, nutritious meals through its on-campus
cafeteria and offers free meals during major academic periods and religious events.

During the holy month of Ramadan, TU opens its campus to students, faculty, and the local
community, hosting daily collective Iftar gatherings. The university welcomes low-income families,
orphanages, and senior-care residents — making it one of the first Iraqi universities to embrace
such large-scale humanitarian engagement during Ramadan.


https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/financial-support-center/students-grants/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/financial-support-center/students-grants/

Evidence Link: https://uoturath.edu.igq/en/2024/03/ramdan/

Community Outreach and Food Aid Programmes

Beyond the campus, TU extends its impact through Community Support Programs operated by the
Financial Support Center. These programmes deliver essential food packages and nutritional
education to underprivileged families across Baghdad. Student volunteers play a key role in
packaging, logistics, and distribution, combining civic engagement with experiential learning.
Partnerships with NGOs and local suppliers amplify the programme’s reach, ensuring sustained
access to food and awareness of healthy nutrition practices.

Evidence Link: https://uoturath.edu.ig/en/financial-support-center/community-support-programs/

Education and Awareness Initiatives

TU conducts health-education workshops and awareness campaigns led by the Colleges of Health,
Pharmacy, and Nursing. These sessions promote healthy diets, hygiene, food safety, and
sustainable consumption while encouraging responsible food behaviour among students, staff,
and community members. Educational outreach also extends to schools and youth centres,
integrating public-health education with community empowerment.

Targeted Student Allowance & Food-Security Programmes

To ensure no student at TU faces hunger or nutritional barriers to learning, the university has
implemented a tri-pillar support structure:

¢ Student Allowance/Grants Programme: Through its Student Grants platform, TU awards
partial and full scholarships to students demonstrating financial need and academic merit.
Free allowance program is one good example toward achieving no hunger in TU.

e https://uoturath.edu.ig/en/financial-support-center/students-grants/

¢ Food Allowance Programme: Low-income students receive food-allowance packages or
meal vouchers as part of the grants system—ensuring access to nutritious meals on-
campus and reducing financial stress. Also referenced under the Student Grants page.

e Free Food Basket / Community Support Programme: TU extends assistance beyond the
campus via its Community Support Programs, delivering food-baskets, nutrition workshops,
and volunteer-driven distribution campaigns to families in need

https://uoturath.edu.ig/en/financial-support-center/community-support-programs/



https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/2024/03/ramdan/
https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/financial-support-center/community-support-programs/
https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/financial-support-center/students-grants/
https://uoturath.edu.iq/en/financial-support-center/community-support-programs/

These programmes work in tandem: while the Student Grants and Food Allowance focus on
individual students’ food and learning security, the Free Food Basket initiative expands TU’s
impact into the community, addressing hunger and malnutrition at the household level.
Together, they reinforce TU’s holistic approach to SDG 2, building resilience, improving
nutrition, and supporting learning outcomes for vulnerable populations.

Research and Sustainable Food Practices

TU’s faculty and researchers contribute to the improvement of sustainable food systems through
applied studies on nutrition, food safety, and agricultural innovation. The Colleges of Pharmacy and
Medical Technologies explore nutrient quality, public-health nutrition, and standards for safe food
handling. Internally, TU enforces waste-reduction and responsible-sourcing policies across its
cafeterias and facilities, embedding sustainability within campus operations.

Partnerships and Collaboration

TU collaborates closely with the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, local NGOs,
and international humanitarian organisations to advance food security and social welfare.

These partnerships enable community-based training, volunteer coordination, and social
entrepreneurship activities that combat hunger and malnutrition.

The Financial Support Center and the Continuing Education Center (CEC) jointly oversee these
initiatives, ensuring TU’s engagement aligns with Iraq’s broader sustainable-development
framework.

Impact Measurement and Achievements

In 2024, TU provided over 2,000 free meals during Ramadan and supported 350 families through
food-distribution initiatives. Through the Students Grants Program, more than 120 students from
disadvantaged backgrounds received meal stipends and food vouchers. Volunteer participation in
food-aid campaigns rose by 20 %, reflecting TU’s success in promoting civic responsibility and
community solidarity.



